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Methacton High School Theatre Company

PRESENTS

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S
DREAM

by

William Shakespeare

Director/Producer
Mary Fitzgerald

Assistant Director
Denise Naylor

Student Choreographers
Alex DePiano & Jeramie Hampton

Student Directors
Jessica Gabell & Joelle Miles

Student Stage Managers
Abby Peffer & Cora Heiser

Assistant Student Stage Manager
Abby Drummond-Alston

Dance Captains
Amelia Syx & Sonja Otero
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Do You Believe in Magic? The Fairies

Scene I: Athens - The Palace of Theseus
Scene II: Athens - Quince's House
Scene III: A beach near Athens, in the evening

Surfin' USA Titania's Fairy Court

Scene IV: The same beach, some time later

Dream a Little Dream Principal Dancers

Scene V: The same beach, even later

Scene I: The same beach, long into the night
Scene II: The same beach, near to daybreak

Can't Help Falling in Love Oberon, Titania

Scene III: Athens - Quince's House
Scene IV: Athens - The Palace of Theseus

Love & Marriage The Actors

Daydream Believer The Fairies

SCENES

ACT I

ACT II

MHSTC Officers for 2023-2024 School Year:

Presidents/Treasurers

Cora Heiser, Nora Alaishuski, Paige Alaishuski

Vice Presidents

Joelle Miles, Tom MacNeel

Secretaries

Ava Nascimento, Leah Thress, Natalie Rydzewski

Public Relations/Publicity

Brianna LaFreeda, Eli Hughes, Evie Sullivan

Spirit Officers

Abby Drummond-Alston, Cece Montalbano, Gabi Angelo

Student Choreographers

Alex DePiano, Jeramie Hampton

Tech Director

Kyson Godoy

International Thespian Society Troupe Presidents

Emmalyn Koch, Megan Wertz, Sonja Otero
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HELPFUL HINTS

A Modern Summary

Act 1

Act 1, Scene 1 - Theseus and Hippolyta are preparing to get married. Egeus interrupts the
preparations because he is upset that his daughter Hermia wants to marry Lysander and not
Demetrius. Hermia and Lysander decide to elope and tell their plans to Helena, who then decides
to go tell Demetrius.

Act 1, Scene 2 - A group of actors meets to begin preparing to put on a play for the celebration of
Theseus and Hippolyta's wedding.

Act 1, Scene 3 - Oberon and Titania argue over the mortal boy that Titania is taking care of.
Oberon decides to spell Titania into loving the next creature she sees and directs Puck to help
him get the necessary flower to do so. While waiting for Puck to return, Oberon sees Demetrius
and Helena, and decides to use the love spell on Demetrius so that he will fall in love with Helena.

Act 1, Scene 4 - Oberon spells Titania while she sleeps, and Puck spells Lysander while he
sleeps, after mistaking him for Demetrius. Lysander wakes up and falls in love with Helena, while
Hermia is left alone and frightened.

Act 1, Scene 5 - The actors meet to practice their play. During a break, Puck transforms Bottom
by putting an ass's head on him, which scares the other actors. Titania wakes up and sees
Bottom like this and falls in love with him, ordering her fairies to take care of him.

Act 2

Act 2, Scene 1 - Puck explains to Oberon how he transformed Bottom, and Titania fell in love.
Oberon realizes that Puck has spelled the wrong man and puts the love potion on Demetrius'
eyes. When he wakes, he sees Helena and falls in love with her, but Helena thinks that both men
are making fun of her. Hermia is heartbroken that Lysander no longer loves her, and Demetrius
and Lysander fight over who loves Helena more. Puck tricks the lovers into tiring themselves out
and puts the correction potion on Lysander's eyes so that he may fall back in love with Hermia.

Act 2, Scene 2 - Oberon finally removes the love spell from Titania and the two love each other
once more. Theseus and his royal court discover the lovers sleeping on the ground. When they
begin to describe the previous evening, they remember it as a dream, and all they know for sure
is that Lysander loves Hermia, and Demetrius loves Helena. Theseus decides that all three
couples will get married at his wedding feast.

Act 2, Scene 3 - The actors mourn the loss of Bottom and the fact that their play cannot go on.
Bottom returns and gives the good news that they will get to act before Theseus.

Act 2, Scene 4 - The wedding feast has occurred, and the actors are the entertainment for the
evening. After their performance, once everyone has left, Oberon, Titania, and the fairies come to
bless their marriages.
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HELPFUL HINTS

A Midsummer Night’s Dream - Director’s Notes

It has been quite awhile since my last experience with Shakespeare. As I started to prepare for
our show, I was grateful we had decided to use the No Fear Shakespeare text, which allowed our
students and staff an opportunity to take a quick peek at what Shakespeare meant while they
were saying what he wrote. I couldn’t help but think, “Wow - I wish more of life had this feature!”

Fortunately, our students embraced the challenge of truly using their facial expressions, physical
gestures, and vocal intonations to get across this story that we all know and love so well. At its
heart, I see A Midsummer Night’s Dream as a slapstick rom-com that encourages us to take
ourselves a little less seriously, something I know I could certainly use. The 50s and 60s era
Beach Theme certainly helped us get that lighthearted feel. It’s hard to be stressed when you find
yourself whistling Do You Believe in Magic? all day, or laughing along with our cast as they
perfect their Wall impersonations or test out just how silly they can be while under a magic spell.

Once again, I am in awe of not only the talent we have within our Methacton community, but the
dedication and drive. Though they be but high schoolers, they are fierce. Our students worked
diligently to understand their characters and their dialogue, and then figure out the best way to
translate all of that to you, our audience. Our crew was on top of every scene change or prop
addition that I threw at them, and put it all together flawlessly.

I am so grateful to get the opportunity to work with such an amazing Company. Congratulations to
our entire cast and crew on an amazing production!

Mrs Fitz, Director/Producer

******************************************************************
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(in order of appearance)
Theseus, Duke of Athens Hunter Maertzig

Hippotyta, Queen of the Amazons Natalie Rydzewski

Philostrate, Theseus' Master of Revels Leah Thress

Egeus, father of Hermia Cora Heiser

Hermia, in love with Lysander Brianna LaFreeda

Lysander, in love with Hermia Aubrey Wheeler

Demetrius, in love with Hermia Emmalyn Koch

Helena, in love with Demetrius Paige Alaishuski

Peter Quince the Carpenter Talia Smerecki

Nick Bottom the Weaver Mandi Chesney

Francis Flute the Bellows Mender Margot Ferrara

Tom Snout the Tinker Evie Sullivan

Robin Starveling the Tailor Eli Hughes

Snug the Joiner Zoe Alai

Robin Goodfellow (Puck) Tom MacNeel

Peaseblossom, fairy in Titania's service Amelia Syx

Cobweb, fairy in Titania's service Nora Alaishuski

Moth, fairy in Titania's service Samantha Cranmer

Mustardseed, fairy in Titania's service Sonja Otero

Oberon, King of the Fairies Abby Drummond-Alston

Titania, Queen of the Fairies Natalie Zebrowski

Coriander, fairy in Titania's service Chloe Whitney

Principal Dancers Alex DePiano, Amelia Syx, Carmen Bibian, Nora
Alaishuski, Samantha Cranmer, Sonja Otero

Member of Titania's Fairy Court Alex DePiano, Amelia Syx, Carmen Bibian, Chloe
Whitney, Gigi Tang, Kendall Csonka, Leighton

Castellano, Nora Alaishuski, Samantha Cranmer,
Sonja Otero

Theseus' Royal Court Ava Nascimento, Cassie Guihan, Ella Burns,
Kira Sands, Paxton Boxman

CAST
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***
Director/Producer Mary Fitzgerald

Assistant Director Denise Naylor

Student Directors Jessica Gabell, Joelle Miles

Student Choreographers Alex DePiano, Jeramie Hampton

Dance Captains Amelia Syx, Sonja Otero

Student Stage Managers Abby Peffer, Cora Heiser

Assistant Student Stage Manager Abby Drummond-Alston

Costume Designer Heidi Swartz

Hair & Makeup Coordinator Denise Naylor

Prop Master Heidi Swartz

Student Prop Master Tom MacNeel

Set Design & Coordinator Michael Fitzgerald

Set Construction Our fabulous cast, crew, parents, guardians,
and trusted adults

Light Design Michael Fitzgerald

Music & Sound Design Andrew Meehan, Denise Naylor, Mary Fitzgerald

Student Graphic Artist Nora Alaishuski

Student Tech Director Kyson Godoy

Tech Crew Abby Peffer, Anne Barto, Delaney Sands, Emily
Kirschner, Gauri Harsha, Isabella Mandracchia, Jessica

Gabell, Joelle Miles, Jude Remaley, Kathleen Kenny,
Kyson Godoy, Maddie Ladley,

Ryan Stender, Zarrina Damavandi

Program Denise Naylor, Mary Fitzgerald

Parent Volunteer and Box Office
Coordinators

Amanda Ferrara, Betty Nascimento, Donna Smerecki

PRODUCTION STAFF
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WHO'S WHO

Abby Drummond-Alston (Oberon/Assistant Stage Manager) - Abby is very excited to be
playing Oberon in "A Midsummer Night's Dream". She extends her thanks to everybody who's
supported her throughout the show. Abby is so grateful for the home that she's found in the
Methacton Theatre Company. She hopes you like the show. :)

Abby Peffer (Co-Stage Manager/Crew) - Abby Peffer did Once On This Island and High School
Musical with Firebird and has done tech and crew for MHS's production of Footloose. MHS's
Theatre Company allowed her to meet the people she will call family for years to come. Thank
you Cora, Rogan, and Jeramie. I couldn't do this without you.

Alex DePiano (Principal Dancer/Co-Choreographer) - Alex is so excited to be part of the cast.
She is co-choreographing the show this year. She has been in Methacton's Footloose and The
Great Gatsby. She can't wait to perform the show with the amazing cast.

Amelia Syx (Peaseblossom/Principal Dancer/Dance Captain) - Amelia is elated to be in this
production with such talented people! She is honored to be a dance captain for the second year,
and is glad to contribute to the Theatre Company. In the past, she has been in Footloose and The
Great Gatsby. She's happy to add one more show to her list!

Anne Barto (Crew) - Anne is a senior at Methacton and has been involved in theater since
middle school. In middle school, she was the Bank Chairman in Mary Poppins. She worked as
crew for the high school production of Footloose and is excited to be involved in theater again this
year.

Aubrey Wheeler (Lysander) - Aubrey Wheeler (Lysander) is super excited to be a part of
Methacton High School's production of A Midsummer Night's Dream! Her favorite roles include
Wednesday (Addams Family) and Gertrude (Seussical Jr). She would like to thank her parents for
always supporting her, and hopes you enjoy the show!

Ava Nascimento (Theseus' Royal Court) - Ava Nascimento is a junior at Methacton. She is very
excited to be in this year's production of A Midsummer Night's Dream. She is a co-secretary for
the theatre company, and has been involved in theater at Methacton since freshman year. She
was also in The Great Gatsby and Footloose last year.

Brianna LaFreeda (Hermia) - Brianna LaFreeda is a junior and this is her fifth show at the high
school. Last fall, she was a featured dancer in "The Great Gastby" as well as in the spring
performance of "Footloose". She is so excited for everyone to see this production and thanks
everyone for their time and efforts!
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WHO'S WHO

Carmen Bibian (Principal Dancer/Member of Titania's Royal Court) - Carmen Bibian is
performing in A Midsummer Night's Dream as a principal dancer and a member of Titania's fairy
court. This is her second play for the MHS Theatre Company. She is excited to show the hard
work of all the cast and crew members.

Cassie Guihan (Theseus' Royal Court) - Cassie is so excited to start off her junior year in
highschool with such an amazing group of people. She’s so thankful for all of the friends she has
made through theater, and to everyone who works on costumes for making everybody look
fantastic!

Chloe Whitney (Coriander/Member of Titania's Royal Court) - This is Chloe Whitney. She is a
Sophomore, playing a fairy and dancer in A Midsummer Night's Dream. She would like to thank
everyone who helped put this great show together and make it a great experience for her.

Cora Heiser (Egeus/Co-Stage Manager) - Cora Heiser (Egeus) is thrilled to be in her Senior
year at MHSTC. Previously, she has played Patchy the Pirate (Spongebob the Musical) and Ethel
McCormack (Footloose). Behind the curtain, Cora loves having the opportunity to be on
production staff as a stage manager while also being in the show.

Delaney Sands (Crew) - Delaney has done 2 past productions, Xanadu in 8th grade and Great
Gatsby in 9th grade. She enjoys being on crew because she gets to always do new stuff for every
production. She is looking forward to doing Midsummer and Chicago this year.

Eli Hughes (Robin Starveling the Tailor) - Eli Hughes is a Sophmore at Methacton High School
and plays the role of Robin Starveling in 'A Midsummer Nights Dream.' This is his second
production, his first being the production of 'Footloose' the Musical.

Ella Burns (Theseus' Royal Court) - Ella is excited to be part of this year's play. Her past roles
include the ensemble in The Great Gatsby and the ensemble in Footloose The Musical. She
would like to thank the directors and everyone that played a part in making this show possible.

Emily Kirschner (Crew) - Emily Kirschner is a senior at Methacton High School. She participated
in The Dining Room, The Great Gatsby, and SpongeBob the Musical as part of the ensemble, and
she was part of stage crew for Footloose the Musical. She hopes you enjoy the production! :]

Emmalyn Koch (Demetrius) - Emmalyn "Em" Koch (Demetrius) cannot believe it's their last year
with MHSTC! They are the current Co-President of Thespian Troupe #4449 and they hope to
pursue an acting major in college. You can read more about them on their website
emmalynckoch.com and keep up with them on Instagram @emmalynkoch.

Evie Sullivan (Tom Snout the Tinker) - Evie has been doing theater at Methacton for the past 2
years and is in her third year. She was in SpongeBob, Great Gatsby, and Footloose; and enjoyed
the experience, people, and shows. She is very excited to perform in the play and the upcoming
musical while being able to meet new people and students.

Gauri Harsha (Crew) - Gauri is excited to be a part of the crew for A Midsummer Night's Dream.
This is her third show with the theatre company as a part of crew. She wishes the cast and crew
an amazing show!
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WHO'S WHO

Gigi Tang (Member of Titania's Fairy Court) -Gigi is making her debut in the theater world as a
fairy! She’s been with the theatre company since freshmen year working behind the scenes but
only recently started loving the stage. She’s so excited to perform and take you on a journey!

Hunter Maertzig (Theseus) - Hunter Maertzig (Theseus) Is excited to be performing in A
Midsummer Night's Dream. Hunter previously performed in Firebird Theatre's productions of The
Lightning Thief, the Percy Jackson Musical, Descendants The Musical, and Aladdin Jr. He would
like to thank the staff for making this possible.

Isabella Mandracchia (Crew) - Isabella is Methacton's longest running crew member, doing it
since her 4th grade variety show. She is proud to be back once more for this show as well. She is
also happy to be back with her friends on cast and crew, who she likes hanging with no matter
how many times they steal her hat.

Jeramie Hampton (Co-Choreographer) - Jeramie has been in theater for three years! She loves
dancing and is one of the choreographers this year. She's been in SpongeBob the Musical,
Gatsby, and Footloose here at Methacton.

Jessica Gabell (Student Director/Crew) - Jessica is thrilled to be a student director for A
Midsummer Night's Dream! This is her 4th production with MHSTC. She’s been involved in pit
orchestra, costuming, tech, and crew. She's also been in Methacton's orchestra for 10 years.
She'd like to thank all of the cast and crew for supporting her.

Joelle Miles (Student Director/Crew) - Joelle is excited for everyone to see this show finally on
stage. This is her first year not being on stage and instead working behind the scenes. She is one
of the student directors and is so proud of everyone's hard work. She hopes everyone enjoys the
show and has fun!

Jude Remaley (Crew) - Jude Remaley is a junior at MHS. He has been part of the theatre
company since seventh grade and was stage manager for both Footloose and The Great Gatsby.
He was part of the crew for SpongeBob. His favorite part of stage crew is getting to work with his
hands and seeing the finished product.

Kathleen Kenny (Crew) - Kathleen Kenny is a junior at MHS and this is her third year doing tech
for the high school. She is so excited to be a part of Methacton's Theatre Company! She loves
working next to her friends in cast and crew to make the shows come to life. She is especially
excited for this year's shows!

Kendall Csonka (Member of Titania's Fairy Court) - Kendall Csonka (Member of Titania's Fairy
Court) is excited to make her high school theater debut in this production. Some of her favorite
past roles have been Young/Middle Anna in Frozen Jr. and Hermes in Xanadu Jr. She looks
forward to all of her future shows at the high school.

Kira Sands (Theseus' Royal Court) - Kira Sands (Royal Court) has been doing theater for 3
years now. She has been in Xanadu and Frozen at Arcola, and this year she will be doing
Midsummer. She loves to sing and play guitar and loves music all around.

Kyson Godoy (Tech Director/Crew) - Kyson has worked on three musicals and A Midsummer's
Night Dream will be his third play. He has worked on stage crew twice and the light board,
spotlight, and soundboard once.

Copyright © 2023 Playbill Online Inc. All marks used by permission.



WHO'S WHO

Leah Thress (Philostrate) -Leah Thress is very excited to be performing with MHSTC once
again. Though she couldn't tell you the plot of the show, she can't wait for everyone to see what
the cast and crew have worked so hard to put together. She would like to thank the many people
who have been driving her home! SLAYONCE!

Leighton Castellano (Member of Titania's Fairy Court) - Leighton is a sophomore this year and
this is the first production she has ever done. She's hoping to make fun memories and have an
amazing experience.

Maddie Ladley (Crew) - Maddie is very excited to participate in her third show with MHSTC. She
wants to thank her parents for introducing her to theatre and all her friends who do it with her. She
gives a special thanks to Izzy for being her favorite person in the whole wide world forever and
ever.

Mandi Chesney (Nick Bottom the Weaver) - Mandi Chesney is so excited to be performing in
her fifth MHSTC show! Her past performances have included Lulu Warnicker in MHSTC's
Footloose and Fairy Godmother in Firebird's Descendants. She would like to thank her friends
and family for always supporting her and her castmates for being amazing.

Margot Ferrara (Francis Flute) - Margot Ferrara is playing Francis Flute. She was Young Elsa in
Arcola's production of Frozen Jr. last year, and is thrilled to be returning for her second show! She
is also involved in chorus, orchestra, and at least five clubs. She hopes that this show will keep
the audience laughing for ages!

Natalie Rydzewski (Hippolyta) - Natalie Rydzewski is so excited to be in this production of a
Midsummer Night’s Dream. In the past, she has done Footloose, The Great Gatsby, and
SpongeBob. She also loves to sing and cook, and is so grateful to her family and friends who
have continued to support her!

Natalie Zebrowski (Titania) - Natalie Zebrowski (Titania) has a bittersweet feeling to be in her
last fall play with Methacton High School Theatre Company. She has had a wonderful experience
in theater and would like to thank her friends and family for all their support over the years!

Nora Alaishuski (Cobweb/Principal Dancer) - Nora Alaishuski has been performing in shows
for over six years, including The Lightning Thief (Sally Jackson u/s), The Great Gatsby (Lucille
McKee/Featured Dancer), Sweeney Todd (Mrs. Lovett), and Little Shop of Horrors (Orin Scrivello
DDS). She is a President and graphic designer for the MHSTC.

Paige Alaishuski (Helena) - Paige is beyond thrilled to end her MHSTC play experience with
Midsummer. Last year, you may have seen her as Daisy in "The Great Gatsby" or Vi in
"Footloose". She hopes to continue her passion of theatre into college and her career, and thanks
the cast/crew for turning Helena's frown upside down.

Copyright © 2023 Playbill Online Inc. All marks used by permission.



WHO'S WHO

Paxton Boxman (Theseus' Royal Court) - Pax has been doing theatre since 8th grade with his
first show being Xanadu. He was also an ensemble member in Footloose last year. He loves
theatre and hopes to continue doing it.

Samantha Cranmer (Moth/Principal Dancer) - Samantha Cranmer is a sophomore and is so
excited to be performing in A Midsummer Night's Dream. Her past performances include being a
featured dancer in The Great Gatsby, and a principal dancer in Footloose The Musical at MHS.
She would like to thank her friends and family for all of their support.

Sonja Otero (Mustardseed/Principal Dancer/Dance Captain) - Sonja is excited to be
participating in the production, A Midsummer Night's Dream, one of her last prerformances at
Methacton. She is so happy to be dancing under her amazing choreographers, alongside her
peers. Sonja would like to thank her parents for continuing to support her theater ambitions.

Talia Smerecki (Peter Quince the Carpenter) - Talia is thrilled to be playing Peter Quince in A
Midsummer Night's Dream! Some of her previous roles include Anna in Frozen and Kira in
Xanadu. She would love to thank everyone who welcomed her to the theatre company as an
incoming freshman, and she hopes you enjoy the show!

Tom MacNeel (Robin Goodfellow/Puck) - Tom MacNeel is excited to be starting off his Junior
year in "A Midsummer Night's Dream" as Puck. Tom is the Vice President of theatre and has
formerly played as 'Travis' in "Footloose: The Musical" and 'Boy' in "The Dining Room." Outside of
theatre, Tom likes to snowboard and go thrifting.

Ryan Stender (Crew) - Ryan is someone who is new to the Theatre Company, someone who
has past experiences with the TV Production and the News Studio, and is a reliable person.

Zarrina Damavandi (Crew) - Zarrina has been in Crew for about 4 years. Some productions
she's been in include, Marry Poppins, Great Gatsby, SpongeBob, Footloose, and more. She looks
forward to being in more productions and making new friends.

Zoe Alai (Snug the Joiner) - Zoe Alai is a junior at MHS and is thrilled to take part in this year's
production of A Midsummer Night's Dream. She has been involved in MHSTC since freshmen
year and admires the hard work and dedication that goes into these performances. She hopes the
audience enjoys tonight's show.
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***

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
MIDSUMMER SENIORS!

Anne Barto
Cora Heiser

Emily Kirschner
Emmalyn Koch

Isabella Mandracchia
Jeramie Hampton

Jessica Gabell
Joelle Miles

Kyson Godoy
Natalie Zebrowski
Nora Alaishuski
Paige Alaishuski

Sonja Otero

************************************************************
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SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Caroline & Rachel Fitzgerald
Mr Naylor

Karen O'Neil
Caitlyn Ferenchak

Chris Lloyd
The Parents, Guardians, and Trusted Adults of Our Talented Cast and Crew

Facetime Theatre
MHS Custodians and Facilities

Our Countless Volunteers

Copyright © 2023 Playbill Online Inc. All marks used by permission.



***

WE GRATEFULL ACKNOWLEDGE:

Methacton High School Administration:

Dr. Jamie Gravinese
Dan Bontempo

Dr. Karey Kochenour
John Smink

Dr. Paul Spiewak

Methacton School Board:

Liz Alston, President
Jen Cancro, Vice President

Cathy Cleary
Kate Graf

Drew Maginnis
Semira Perdue
Andrea Rees
Ken Rookstol
Paul Winters

Dr. David Zerbe, Superintendent of Schools

Danielle Penza, Treasurer
Beth Rutledge, Secretary
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